May Events for the Rotary Club of Inverness
By Mark Yerman

After the hectic pace of March and April, May is a relatively staid time for the Rotary Club of Inverness. To be sure, we continue to plan for our last big fund raising event, the Golf Tournament scheduled for June 21st and chaired by Sonny Hunt of Nick Nicholas Ford. We are also planning for the smooth transition in July between my leadership team and the team of the incoming President, Melanie Hensley. 
Not much happens without planning and so it is that the month of May finds fruition for two activities of our club.  The first is that our club will be visited by the GSE team from Italy.  GSE stands for Group Study Exchange. GSE is a cultural and vocational exchange opportunity for business people and professionals between the ages of 25 and 40 who are in the early stages of their careers. Team members experience the host country's culture and institutions, observe how their vocations are practiced abroad, develop personal and professional relationships, and exchange ideas. The team we are hosting includes an architect, an economist, a lawyer and a pediatric surgeon. While in the area, the team will be provided living arrangements and transportation by local Rotarians. Since this is an exchange program, our Rotary District has sent a team to Italy, too.
The second activity is one that is the proudest moment for our club.  All year long we raise money to benefit the community, but in May we award scholarships to Citrus High School Seniors and Withlacoochee Technical Institute students. Russ Hollingsworth headed our selection team. This year we are awarding five $1000 scholarships at the high school and two $500 scholarships at WTI.  These scholarships support deserving students whose education might falter if not for the added support.  We view our investment in education as the best investment that we can make.  Every time we help a person become a little more knowledgeable, we help prepare an intelligence from which incalculable future contributions can originate. During our recipient’s lives, we are certain that the investments will be repaid to the community many thousands of times over.
