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Bulgarian History Brief
¸ 1948: Russians invade, 42 

years of Soviet rule

¸ 1990: Communism ends, 
first multi-party election held 

¸ 1991: Peace Corps   
Bulgaria established 

¸ Today, reforms and 
democratization have 
granted Bulgaria entry to 
the European Union ïcities 
are developing fast while 
rural areas are left behind Local sheepherder on Topolovgradôs Sakar Mountain



Local Economy

¸ Average monthly income for one Bulgarian family: 
310 Leva ($190)

¸ Average monthly income for a physician: 250 Leva 
($153), nurses 60 Leva ($36)

¸ Average monthly pension for Bulgariaôs 2.3 million 
pensioners: 50 Leva ($30)

¸ Bulgariaôs poor economic status makes local 
fundraising a near impossibility

Info. courtesy of Vitosha Research, 2005



Hospitals in the Southeastern 

Region of Bulgaria

Information on hospital Sredetz:

¸ 19 Doctors

¸ Serves 19,000 people

¸ 93 Beds

¸ Departments include hematology, gynecology, 
newborn care, neurology, pediatrics, emergency and 
therapeutics



The Situation:



Linens and Bandages 

are stained from 

multiple uses

Supplies



Bed Linens


